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§648.127

certify a Turtle Excluder Device for
that gear.

[61 FR 43426, Aug. 23, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 14077, Mar. 23, 1999]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 60635,
Sept. 29, 2011, §648.126 was revised, effective
October 31, 2011. For the convenience of the
user, the revised text is set forth as follows:

§648.126 Scup minimum fish sizes.

(a) Moratorium (commercially) permitted ves-
sels. The minimum size for scup is 9 inches
(22.9 cm) TL for all vessels issued a morato-
rium permit under §648.4(a)(6). If such a ves-
sel is also issued a charter and party boat
permit and is carrying passengers for hire, or
carrying more than three crew members if a
charter boat, or more than five crew mem-
bers if a party boat, then the minimum size
specified in paragraph (b) of this section ap-
plies.

(b) Party/Charter permitted vessels and rec-
reational fishery participants. The minimum
size for scup is 10.5 inches (26.67 cm) TL for
all vessels that do not have a moratorium
permit, or for party and charter vessels that
are issued a moratorium permit but are fish-
ing with passengers for hire, or carrying
more than three crew members if a charter
boat, or more than five crew members if a
party boat.

(¢) The minimum size applies to whole fish
or any part of a fish found in possession, e.g.,
fillets. These minimum sizes may be ad-
justed pursuant to the procedures in §648.122.

§648.127 Framework adjustments to
management measures.

(a) Within season management action.
See §648.108(a).

(1) Adjustment process. The Council
shall develop and analyze appropriate
management actions over the span of
at least two Council meetings. The
Council must provide the public with
advance notice of the availability of
the recommendation(s), appropriate
justification(s) and economic and bio-
logical analyses, and the opportunity
to comment on the proposed adjust-
ment(s) at the first meeting and prior
to and at the second Council meeting.
The Council’s recommendations on ad-
justments or additions to management
measures must come from one or more
of the following categories: Minimum
fish size, maximum fish size, gear re-
strictions, gear restricted areas, gear
requirements or prohibitions, permit-
ting restrictions, recreational posses-
sion limit, recreational seasons, closed
areas, commercial seasons, commercial
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trip limits, commercial quota system
including commercial quota allocation
procedure and possible quota set asides
to mitigate bycatch, recreational har-
vest limit, annual specification quota
setting process, FMP Monitoring Com-
mittee composition and process, de-
scription and identification of essential
fish habitat (and fishing gear manage-
ment measures that impact EFH), de-
scription and identification of habitat
areas of particular concern, overfishing
definition and related thresholds and
targets, regional gear restrictions, re-
gional season restrictions (including
option to split seasons), restrictions on
vessel size (LOA and GRT) or shaft
horsepower, operator permits, any
other commercial or recreational man-
agement measures, any other manage-
ment measures currently included in
the FMP, and set aside quota for sci-
entific research.

(2) Council recommendation. See
§648.108(a)(2)(i) through (iv).

(3) NMFS action. See §648.108(a)(i)
through (iii).

(4) Emergency
§648.108(a)(4).

(b) [Reserved]

[64 FR 57595, Oct. 26, 1999, as amended at 64
FR 66587, Nov. 29, 1999; 72 FR 40080, July 23,
2007]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 60635,
Sept. 29, 2011, §648.127 was revised, effective
October 31, 2011. For the convenience of the
user, the revised text is set forth as follows:

actions. See

§648.127 Scup recreational fishing season.

Vessels that are not eligible for a morato-
rium permit under §648.4(a)(6), and fishermen
subject to the possession limit specified in
§648.128(a), may not possess scup, except
from June 6 through September 27. This time
period may be adjusted pursuant to the pro-
cedures in §648.122.

§648.128 Scup possession restrictions.

(a) Party/Charter and recreational pos-
session limits. No person shall possess
more than 10 scup in, or harvested
from, the EEZ unless that person is the
owner or operator of a fishing vessel
issued a scup moratorium permit, or is
issued a scup dealer permit. Persons
aboard a commercial vessel that is not
eligible for a scup moratorium permit
are subject to this possession limit.
The owner, operator, and crew of a
charter or party boat issued a scup
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